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This paper explores the history through which Hakka people united and
defined their identity. It shows the processes wherein Hakka discourse, the
establishment of Hakka organizations, and the linkages within them enhanced
the imagination of Hakka world. Firstly, the Tsung Tsin Association of Hong
Kong, founded in the 1920s by Hakka scholars and merchants, played a
fundamental role in promoting such imagination. In addition, Luo Xiang-lin
contributed to the imagination by proposing a theory on the origin of Hakka
people, and Aw Boon-haw promoted it by connecting the Hakka associations
between Hong Kong and Southeast Asia. After the 1970s, Huang Shih-hua
made considerable attempts to link the international Hakka organizations and
sponsored Hakka Studies. The discourses proposed and the actions initiated

by these crucial actors resulted in a specific formation of Hakka imagination.
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